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KNOX COUNTY SCHOOLS

NAMING FACILITIES NOMINATION FORM

DIRECTIONS: Please complete all requirements and portions of this form that relate to your
nomination. Only one name is accepted per form submission. Partially completed forms will not be

considered.

NOMINATED NAME IS SUBMITTED BY: Shaunna P. Foster
ADDRESS: 1426 Patricia Circle, Knoxville, TN 37914
PHONE NUMBER:_(865) 591-3536 DATE OF NOMINATION: February 28, 2021

EMAIL: _shaunna.foster@knoxschools.org

NOMINATION

NOMINATED NAME: Coach John B. Foster, Jr.
FACILITY RECOMMENDED FOR NAMING: Austin-East Magnet High School gym floor

DIRECTIONS: Please complete the following section if the nominated name relates to a person.

1. How many years has the nominated person lived in Knox County? 67 year s

2 Did the person graduate from a Knox County school? XYes [INo
If so, what year? 1967

3. How many years has the person served Knox County Schools as a staff member or volunteer?
42 years or N/A [

4. How has the person made a significant contribution to the district? Coach John Foster led the boys'’
basketball team to State Championships in 1985 and 1987 and Runner-Up Championships in 1982 and
1986. He was assistant coach in 1977 when the team won a State Championship. He received the Boys
Basketball Class AA Coach’s Award from TSSAA in 1985 and 1987. In 1987, he was recognized as State
Coach of the Year. In 2000, he was inducted into the Knoxville Interscholastic League Boys Basketball
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He taught science at Austin-East over 20 years, then taught at Farragut.

High School. After retiring, he taught science 9 years as a Distinguished Professional at Austin-East.

5 How has the person represented the virtues or characteristics as a role model to students, staff,
and the community? _John Foster dressed the part of a professional. He wore shint, tie and slacks
every day. He looked at each student and ball player as unique and worked to teach so each one couid
learn. He worked with staff, parents and the community to provide the best learning environment
possible for students. When students did not have lunch money or a fee for something, he gave it to
them. He encouraged students’ efforts not only in school, but in various aspects of their lives.
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6. How has the person made a significant contribution to public education? John Foster not only taught

subject matter, but he taught life skills to his students. His name is still known today in the Knoxville
community and in surrounding counties as a great coach and teacher. He instilled a mindset in
students to be diligent in moving forward in life. Students would come to his classroom or to the gym
after school to talk to him. He encouraged students to look to the future and to pursue post-
secondary education whether college, technical or trade school. Many students who were under his
leadership have become lawyers, teachers and other professionals.

7. How has the person made a substantial contribution to his or her field of endeavor or to societyin
general?_His impact as a coach and teacher remains in the heart of the students he taught and
the communities he served. He was inducted into the Knoxville Sports Hall of Fame in 2000 for
outstanding character and performance in the field of athletics. In 2005, he carried his coaching
skills to Knoxville College and coached the team there for one season.

8 How has the person exemplified scholarship, creativity, leadership or humanitarian and public
service? An article from the Knoxville News Sentinel described him well. His name, Foster,
described who he was. He fostered goodwill and success to his students, and he was one who
served as a foster parent providing parental love and care for children that were not his own.
He was an encourager and a driving force on the basketball court, in the classroom and in the
community. He not only served in the public education arena, but he was a mentor at Wesley
House. His mentoring has positively affected many young people in Knox County and beyond.

DIRECTIONS: Please complete the following section if the nominated name represents an event,
place, or geographic location:

1. What is the significance of the nominated name to Knox County Schools and the Knox County
community?

2. How does the nominated name exemplify the values of Knox County Schools and the Knox
County community?

Nomination Form
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ATTACHMENTS:

e Required: If you have nominated a person’s name, please include a written and signed
release from the nominated person, or the most closely associated family representative to the
nominated person (e.g., spouse, parent, children, or sibling).

¢ Required: Please include contact information for the nominated person or the most closely
associated family representative.

e Required: Please attach any and all research that supports the name that you have
nominated for consideration, including picture(s).

¢ Required: Three (3) letters of recommendation.
e Suggested: Additional letters of recommendation are welcome, but not required.
This form, along with all attachments, should be mailed or delivered to:

Knox County Board of Education
Naming Facilities Committee
P.0O. Box 2188

Knoxville, TN 37902-2188

Reference: Knox County Board of Education F-140 “Naming Facilities”
https://www.knoxschools.org/cms/lib/TN01917079/Centricity/domain/974/board%20policies/F-
140%20Naming%20Facilities. pdf

Note: Names may be submitted at any time. The Naming Facilities Committee shall convene within
a reasonable period of time following receipt of nomination and submission of all required documents.
The Committee recommendation will be submitted to the Knox County Board of Education for
consideration as part of the regular session agenda process.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I acknowledge that | have reviewed Knox County Board of Education Policy F-140, have
submitted the Naming Facilities Nomination Form with all required documentation and
confirm that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all information provided is true and

correct. 3 / ﬂ %
Signature "L AN A . tﬂ”\_ Date 02/28/2021

For questions, please contact the Board of Education office at (865) 59 30 or by email at

board.office@knoxschools.orqg.

/ V2 /)]
For Use by Naming Facilities Committee onl \IL/ 1 V7 { /‘1 / V /
Principal acknowledgement and confirmation of review of documentation, research and.inpfit.
Signature . p 2 ’ Date 5/23/2D Z ]
| — -

Superintendent acknowledgement and confirmation of review of documentation, research and input.
/5 ch»z/

Signature, %@”ﬁ- T ferrmaq/ Date

Statement of Nondiscrimination: In accordance with Public Law 101-336 and 42 U.S.C. § 12101, Knox County Board of Education
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex or disabilities in providing education services,
activities, and programs, including vocational programs, in accordance with Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; Title IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
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NAMING
FACILITIES
GUIDELINES

Recommendation
Process for
Naming Facilities
or a Portion of
Facilities

Naming
Facilities
Committee

FA-101 (2/21)

The Knox County Board of Education shall have complete authority and responsibility for
the naming of district facilities.

The term “facility” shall refer to a new or existing school or district-wide complex owned
and operated by the district. The term “portion of a facility” shall include a building,
library, media center, auditorium, performing arts center, gymnasium, athletic field, or
other portion of a school support complex or property owned and/or operated by the
district. A portion of a facility shall not include individual classrooms.

The following guidelines shall govern the permanent naming or renaming of new or
existing district-owned facilities or portions of facilities. A facility or portion of a facility
may be named for a person, in honor of a history event or place, a distinctive geographic
location, or for a major donor.

The Board shall consider naming a facility or a portion of a facility for a person, historic
event or place, geographic location, or major donor who meets one or more of the
following criteria:

1. The person has made or is making significant contributions to the district and
represents virtues or characteristics that serve as a role model to students, staff,
and the community.

2. The person has made or is making significant contributions to public education
and has a significant connection to the district as a student, an alumnus, a staff
member, an administrator, a donor, or a supporter.

3. The person has made substantial contributions or his or her field of endeavor or
to society in general.

4. A name may be reused for facility naming purposes in the event a facility is
consolidated or demolished.

5. A facility named for a historic event shall have major significance to the district,
geographic area, state of Tennessee, or our nation.

6. Extensive research shall be conducted on a proposed honoree before a final
decision is made regarding naming a facility or portion of a facility for a person.

The Board may request the Superintendent to solicit names for a specific facility and
direct the Superintendent to form a committee for the purpose of proposing a name.
Names may also be submitted by the public directly to the attention of the Board of
Education Naming Facilities Committee.

Nominations shall be made in writing on a form provided by the district within the
designated time frames established by the Naming Facilities Committee and only
accepted for the facilities or portion of facilities of which the names are being solicited.

The Naming Facilities Committee shall be comprised of three (3) members of the Knox
County Board of Education appointed annually by the Board Chair.

Guidelines
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Specific Criteria The Naming Facilities Committee shall consider the following in making
and Selection recommendations to the Board for the naming of any facility or portion of a facility:
Process
1. Whether the nominee reflects direct and substantial association and achievement
of extraordinary and lasting distinction (e.g., an individual's scholarship,
creativity, leadership, and humanitarian and public service).

2. If a nominee has served the district:

a. The length of years of service.

b. The contributions, both subjective and objective, to the district. Emphasis
shall be given to the quality as well as the quantity of benefits and value
derived by the district as a direct result of the nominee’s contributions.

3. Weight may be given to an individual who gained distinction in the area or areas
related to the usage of the facility.

The committee’s responsibility shall be to review all submitted names and supporting
documentation and conduct background research to determine whether the names meet
the requirements of this policy. The district and school administration shall also review
all documentation, research, and input to determine whether it is in the best interest of
the district to consider a name. If a name is selected by the committee, the name shall
be submitted to the Board of Education for consideration.

Selected names shall be recommended to the Board through decision-making
consensus. Decision-making consensus is defined as the apparent preference after
each committee member has had an opportunity to participate in the discussion, and
then the committee members shall decide whether they can support the name as a
recommendation to the Board. The committee chair shall declare the consensus of the
committee for each name selected and recommended to the Board. A selected name
may be tabled or dismissed for further consideration based on the declared consensus
of the committee.

Timing Nominations may be submitted to the committee at any time, but consideration by the
Board shall happen as part of the regular session agenda process. Names submitted in
an untimely manner may be considered in future years.

Recommendation A facility or portion of a facility may be renamed based on a programmatic change if the

Process for new name would not affect the namesake of the facility or the portion of the facility. This
Programmatic type of name change would only require the recommendation of the Superintendent.
Renaming For example, if a library had been named after an individual, such as the John Doe

Library, and the term for “library” changed to “media center,” a recommendation could be
made for the name to be changed to the John Doe Media Center.

Guidelines
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Authorization for Release of Information

Mamosa Foster
1426 Patricia Circle
Knoxville, TN 37914
(865) 591-1135
(865) 546-5112
mamosa_foster@yahoo.com

I, Mamosa Foster (spouse of John Foster), hereby authorize Knox County Schools to
obtain from Shaunna Foster the documents pertaining to John Foster and his career as
educator and coach.

| understand that my authorization will remain effective from the date of my signature
through the duration of the review of said documents and any period thereafter.

Signature

3/7/%4/

Date




Brittany Newcomb, 10* Grade Principal
Alvin Armstead, 12" Grade Principal : Rukiya Foster, 9™ Grade Principal

Ryan Malani, 11" Grade Principal "’ Denise Watts, Curriculum Principal

To whom it may concern:

in regarding to the naming of the basketball court at Austin-East Magnet High School, we are |f1 support
of this request. John B. FosterJr. had a powerfulimpact on the culture and history of Austin-E:ast, and
his coaching record and accomplishments are worthy of recognition. We will support any decision that is
supported by our community. If there are concerns and they are shared by our community, | would ask
that these concerns be heard, and a decision be made in the best interests of Austin-East Magnet High

. .

School. i

So, | hereby ask that our basketball court be name after John B. FosterJr and Austin-East Magnet High
School s in support of this initiative. :

Sincerely,

Nathan Langlois
Executive Principal
Austin-East Magnet High School




April 3, 2017

Dear Mr. Langlois,

I hope that you are well today. | am writing in reference and support of Shaunna Foster's efforts to name the Austin-East
gymnasium floor after her father John B. Foster. My relationship with Coach Foster began when | was in the 6th grade
when | used to attend Austin-East's summer basketball camps. At this time, Coach Foster was an assistant for Clifford Ross
who as you know the current gymnasium is named after. At the age of 11-12, there were not many alternatives for young
boys my age away from the streets. A lot of us were raised in single mom homes in the projects so our parents turned to
Austin-East basketball camps and the likes of Coach Foster and Coach Ross to get us around positive male role models.
Our parents knew that their boys would find love and support and also be disciplined in their programs.

I can talk about the countless number of basketball games and state tournaments that Coach Foster was a part of and the
two State Championships he won with Coach Ross. Not to mention, the Coach of the Year and two State

Championships that | was a part of with him that he won as a head Coach. instead, | choose to talk about the Coach that
would pick most of his players up for games and drop off after because many of our families did not have cars. | would
like to recall upon the Coach that came in every Saturday and Sunday when we requested to open up and monitor the
gym so that his players and even the neighbor boys and girls could shoot ball. He desired for us to keep busy and not be
drawn to the streets where trouble and drugs loomed large. | like to recall upon the Coach that | never heard cuss, berate
a player in a rude or undignified way (unlike the Coach that followed him), and used a calm but stern form of discipline to
get the best out of his players. | like to recall upon a Coach that got a long with ALL of his other teacher peers and they
also loved him because they knew that he did not put basketball ahead of life and the academic development of young
man. One of his most favorite players (and all of us other players know it) was my classmate Brian Hartsell who ultimately
came back home as the Principal for a tenure at Austin-East. | guarantee you that Brian would liken some sense of his
desire to return to Austin-East and give back to Coach Foster's tireless example of giving to his school, community, and
basketball teams.

| was fortunate enough to reminisce and fellowship with Coach Foster as | became an adult for my mom would invite him
over to our house with other friends to play Bid Whist. Coach Foster loved to golf, fish, and play Bid Whist. Even retired, |
witnessed the same old caring spirit, infectious smile and laugh, and just a genuine sweetheart of a man. | am sure like all
of us, if you dug hard enough you could find some negative things to say about Coach Foster. Fortunately for me in the
primary growth and development part of my life as a young man, | NEVER saw anything but a dedicated and dignified
purpose driven Coach. His long-time tenure as teacher, community servant, Coach, family man, and friend results

are definitely worthy of his name being forever placed on the gymnasium floor at Austin-East.

Thank you for your time and consideration and | would be happy to come in and answer any questions or assert the above
sentiments in person. | cannot believe to date that we have not gotten together anyway so | am still looking very much
forward to us connecting.

All the best,
LeRoy Thompson (865-363-2004)

Class of 1987 (5 Time State Champion, 2 basketball, 2 Football, 1 Track) And you probably didn't know that | was
on Coach Foster's 1985 State Championship Basketball Team and was that tournament’s Most Valuable Player as a
sophomore. Just a little history for you on my hoop gamell! ;)




Knox County Schools
Student Enrollment Department

Dear Mr. Langlois,

My name is Brian Hartsell, and | am writing this letter in support of the acknowledgement of John
B. Foster. As a former student/athlete and Administrator at Austin — East; | fully believe the recog-
nition of “Coach” is much deserved. He served as the head girls coach for several years, while serv-
ing as the assistant to the boys program. After the retirement of Coach Ross, he then accepted the
responsibility of heading the Boys program. He performed that task for about 12 years. He is the
coach of two State Championship teams and one Runner —up. Whatever honor you all decide for
this “Outstanding “ man / Coach will be greatly appreciated.

Warm wishes,

Brian Hartsell




Frank Terrell
1221 Holston Park Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37914

August 9, 2017

To Whom It May Concern,

| am pleased to nominate Coach John B. Foster, Jr. to be honored by naming the Austin-East
High School basketball floor in his memory. | have known Coach Foster for over 50 years as a
coach, an educator, a friend, and a dedicated husband and father. Coach Foster, who passed
away Feb. 16, 2016, was my friend, fishing buddy and golfing partner. We also worked together
for 20 years as | served as the Austin-East statistician from 1971 - 1991 while Coach Foster
served in various coaching capacities at Austin-East.

As the Austin-East basketball coach, it was under his leadership as coach that the Austin-East
basketball team advanced to the Tennessee High School AA Championships, having won not
one but two state championships in 1985 and 1987. The championship in 1987 was the last for
the Knoxville City Schools System before the transition into the Knox County Schools System.
His record speaks for itself — during the 84-85 season the team won 29 games and lost 4; in the
86-87 season, they won 28 games and lost 3. He was an outstanding coach who was deeply
committed to young people in the classroom and on the basketball floor.

Coach Foster began his basketball career at Austin-East in the mid-1970s as assistant boys’
basketball coach under Clifford Ross. Following the retirement of Mr. Ross, Mr. Foster became
head coach. He also served as basketball coach for the Lady Roadrunners.

The career of Coach Foster spans two decades of steadfast and committed service to the young
people of Austin-East as a chemistry teacher, to the athletes of Austin-East as an outstanding
coach, and to the community as a role model to many young men and women.

In closing, it would be an outstanding achievement to have my friend recognized permanently
in the history and legacy of Austin-East High School by naming the basketball floor in honor of
Coach John B. Foster, Jr.

Sincerely,

Frank I. Terrell
865.603.5491



August 14, 2017

To whom it may concern,

“Young folks often follow paths similar to those of persons who spend time coaching,
teaching, and parenting them. Give them a goal to shoot for, a pattern they can clearly see, and
you give them something money can’t buy.” Billy Graham said this many years ago, and it is
still true today. Coach Foster realized, and followed through on this concept during his years of
coaching, and teaching.

I served as assistant coach under coach John Foster, Jr. for thirteen years. As his assistant, |
found Coach Foster to not only be an excellent coach, but a man of excellent character. Because
of his coaching style, and care for his players, his record is exemplary.

e 1985 and 1987 he led his team to the state championship

e 1982 and 1986 his team was runner-up for the state championship

e As assistant coach at Austin-East High School, his team won four district junior varsity

championships

e 1971-1975 he served as assistant football coach at Austin-East

Coach Foster won many awards and honors.

e  Wins 259 losses 81

e 6 district TSSAA championships

e Knoxville Hall of Fame

e 1987 coach of Tennessee vs Georgia All-Star Basketball game
e 1987 District Class AA Basketball Coach of the Year

e 1987 East Tennessee Boys’ Basketball Coach of the Year

e 1085 State Basketball Coach of the Year Class AA

e 1983 He coached the East Tennessee All-Star Basketball team in Memphis, TN




August 14, 2017

This is an impressive record. What this record does not include, is the effect he has had on
~ the lives of his athletes, and the Knoxville community, throughout his coaching years, and
beyond. Not only was coach Foster a successful coach on and off the court, but a caring father
whose children all are productive citizens in Knoxville. He was also a loving husband to his
college sweetheart, Mamosa Foster. It has been my honor to serve as a coaching assistant with
coach John Foster. Not only was he a wonderful colleague, he was a great friend.

I move to encourage the committee to dedicate the Austin-East High School gym floor in
honor of coach John Foster, because he certainly deserves this honor. Knoxville wants to honor
him in this way.

Sincerely,

Mmuﬁ&)

Ambrose Kirk Tr.

Former Assistant Coach




August, 18, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing you in support of honoring the late John B. Foster, by renaming the Austin-East
High School Basketball Court. Coach Foster, as he was so lovingly called, dedicated many years
of his life serving the Austin-East students, staff and community.

Coach Foster was an educator, mentor, and coach at Austin- East High School from 1971 - 1991.
He taught science for many years at Austin-East High School and also returned as a
distinguished professional after his retirement. As an educator he was selfless and always had
the best interest of his students at heart. In addition, during my early years as a teacher, he
was an outstanding mentor. As a mentor, he was full of knowledge on best practices, very
supportive, provided me with opportunities for leadership, and was always ready to provide a
solution to any problem that | may have encountered. As a coach, he was skilled at
implementing techniques and strategies in order to make his players successful at every level.
While at the high school, he coached football and basketball (girls and boys).

During his successful coaching career, he was bestowed with many awards, accolades and
honors. He won three state championships as an assistant coach in 1977 and the head coach in
1985 and 1987. He was State Coach of the Year in 1985 and 1987, as well as the coach of the
East All Stars in the East - West All Star game in 1983. Furthermore, he was inducted into the
Knoxville Sports Hall of Fame, August 2000 and recognized in the KIL Boys Basketball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2000.

In conclusion, | believe that the above information clearly exhibits the reasons why the
basketball court at Austin-East High School should be renamed in Mr. John B. Foster’s honor.
During his lifetime, he made it a priority to remember and represent the AE community to the
best of his ability, with pride and dignity. Therefore, it is now time that the community give
back and rename the court in his honor.

Thank you very much for your consideration regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

N

} .l/ —

Rukiya Foster



Dear Selection Committee:

This letter is in support of the naming of the gymnasium floor at Austin-East High School
to honor the legacy of John B. Foster.

I could begin this letter by championing John Foster’s record as the boys’ basketball
coach at Austin-East High School. T could talk about his tenure as coach from 1983-1992
and state titles in 1985 and 1987. 1 could also discuss sportsmanship, teamwork, positive
attitude, and respect that he demanded from all of his players and himself. And I could
mention the patience, basketball knowledge, and time commitment he brought to the
game. But, all of this can be garnered from old newspaper articles, former players,
opposing coaches, etc. and is more than enough to have his name painted on the hardwood
at Austin-East High School. I’d prefer to talk about John Foster, the man behind the
basketball coach, because I believe John would also want us to honor that person.

John occupied the room across the hall from me at Austin-East for many years. I learned
how to be a good teacher from him. He respected students and valued his colleagues’
ideas and opinions. He provided a supportive, collaborative environment in and outside
his classroom, and was warm, accessible, enthusiastic, and caring. He had high
expectations for himself and his students, loved his subject matter, and was extremely
flexible. He was a superb teacher and an even better colleague.

For many years, I watched from a distance as John discreetly bought shoes and coats for
students who needed them, paid the lunch tab for students who were hungry and had no
money, and purchased school supplies to ensure all students had the basic necessities to
succeed in class. I sawhim arrive early and stay late to remediate students who needed
the extra help and provide summer help to these who sought enrichment. He
distinguished himself in such a way that his students admired and wanted to emulate him.
Through his values, attitudes, and behaviors, he was a splendid role model to all of the
students at Austin-East.

To his colleagues, John was friendly and congenial, possessed a great personality,
communicated often, and had a great sense of humor. He cared about the people he
worked with and it showed on a daily basis; he selflessly worked with everyone. He knew
that making these collegial relationships not only benefited his work, but also set an
excellent example for the student body to see adults express care and concern for one
another. He was one of the most giving colleagues I’ve had in my 35 years of teaching.

I sincerely hope that the committee votes in favor of naming the Austin-East basketball
court in memory of John Foster. This is a man who not only uplifted, motivated, and
inspired his players, he did the same to everyone he encountered. This honor is well
deserved.

Jannice Clark

Mathematics Teacher

Knox County School System

Dr. Paul L. Kelley Volunteer Academy



November 1, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:

My working relationship with Coach John Foster was truly an inspiring one! He
delivered on a daily basis encouragement to the students at Austin-East Magnet
High to give and be at their best at all times.

Coach Foster would create a learning environment that would constantly draw
students toward him. He would take the time to help and show them how to reach a
level of success both academically and athletically. Oftentimes, he would even
share with students the necessities for interviews, i.e. shoes, shirts, and ties upon
sensing their need for additional support.

Coach Foster’s calm demeanor and work ethic was a valuable resource in Austin-
East Magnet Science Department. And, his engaging spirit still lingers today!

I would definitely support the naming of the Austin-East Magnet High’s gym floor
in his honor!

Lisa Davidson
Chemistry Teacher
Austin-East Magnet High School



August 7, 2017

3745 Seven Road

Batesville, MS 38606

To Whom It May Concern:

As a former coach and teacher at Austin-East High School, I highly recommend that the
floor of the Clifford Ross Gymnasium at Austin-East be named to honor the late Coach

John B. Foster, Jr.

John was an extraordinary young man and coach at Austin-East High for many years. As
a former co-worker for five or more years, I have seen many examples of his talent and
was highly impressed by his diligence and work ethics. These qualities are evident and
exhibited in the history and record of the basketball program at the school during his
tenure. I had the pleasure of interacting with him on many occasions over the years we
coached together, and was always impressed on his management and coaching skills.

As a coach and science teacher, I must also make note of John’s exceptional insistence on
academic performance of his athletes. Players’ above-average performance was a direct
result of his hard work and strong focus.

If the goal is to seek a superior candidate with a record of achievement, the naming of the
gym floor after John is an excellent choice. He consistently demonstrated an ability to
rise to any challenge that he faced.

To conclude, I would like to restate my strong recommendation for John B. Foster, Jr. If
you have any further questions regarding John’s worthiness for this recommendation,
please do not hesitate to contact me using the information on this letterhead.

Sincerely,

John C. Morris
Austin East High School

Baseball Coach (Retired)



August 17, 2017

P.O. Box 6671
Augusta, Ga. 30906

To Whom It May Concern:

As a former teacher, coach, mentor, and colleague of the “Late John B. Foster, Jr.”, I humbly
support the naming of the gymnasium floor in his name.

Coach Foster was a man that lived sports, he loved teaching, and he saw fit to establish
meaningful relationships with his family, students, colleagues, stakeholders, and others within
the community. So, this effort would more than befitting.

Coach Foster was more than a teacher and a coach. He was an individual that made the
platform easier for others because of his overwhelming passion for his career; he made an
everlasting impression on his community. Having the pleasure of working alongside Coach
Foster, someone who always gave his best, inspired me to do more and be more. We coached
together, we taught together, and we developed a lifelong friendship, along with his former
colleagues and students; something that will be forever cherished.

With the desire and effort to name the gym floor in honor of the “Late Coach John B. Foster,
Jr.”, it's a priceless respect that would make all of us proud, especially proud of his many
accomplishments and his dedication to his community and school that he so dearly loved.

In conclusion, I support the recommendation as he will forever be a part of the Austin-East
High School Family.

Respectfully submitted,

Warren Williams
Austin-East High School
Former Track and Football Coach



January 10, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Shirley Rowans and I have been an Austin East supporter
and fan for many years. Through the years my support has included the
band, sport and academic programs. The basketball program has always
been dear to my heart. I was elated when Coach Foster was named head
basketball coach since I knew him as a star forward on the East High
team from 1965-1969.

During his tenure as head basketball coach the Austin East teams always
represented the school well. In fact, they won many district and regional
championships and represented the district in the state several times.
To my knowledge Austin East won two state championships under
Coach Foster’s leadership.

Coach Foster’s record as head basketball coach should absolutely be
taken into account as you consider naming the Austin East gymnasium
floor in his honor. I was very sad to hear of his passing and
wholeheartedly believe that this recognition is well deserved. I can be
contacted if more information is needed.

Sincerely

Shirley RbOwans

304 Carta Road
Knoxville, TN 37914
865 659-1270



January 6, 2019

To Whom It May Concem:
My name is Wendy Stacy and | am writing o recommend Coach John Foster

be recognized and honored by having his name placed on the Austin East High
School gym floor.

Coach Foster was my homeroom teacher from 1979-1981. He always treated
students with dignity and respect and as a result he had an excellent rapport
with students and parents. We all knew he loved basketball but he also loved
teaching science. He didn't hesitate to call our parents if our class effort was
not what it should be. Coach Foster spent time encouraging us to work hard to
accomplish our goals and would assist any student when asked.

I was delighted to hear that Coach Foster was being considered for this honor,
Through the years, Austin East has won many sport honors and Coach
Foster's teams were responsible for several. This should certainly qualify him
for consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any other

information that | can provide.

Sincerely,

Windu Hpe
Wendy Stacy

Wendy. Stacy@elavon.com
(865) 805-3150




Bishop Zack Hack | {865) 521-7199

September 1, 2017

I am writing this letter in support of having John B. Foster, Jr's name on the floor
of the gym at Austin-East High School. | have known John for many years as a
minister in The Church of God Sanctified and as a friend. John was a
tremendous basketball coach who brought great success to the athletic
department at Austin-East High and the Knoxville community. He was also a
good teacher who cared for his students academically, as well as outside the
classroom. Based on the performance of John as a teacher and coach, it
would not only be an honor to the school to have his name on the floor, but it
would be an honor to the Knoxville community and state of Tennessee.

In conclusion, | would highly recommend John B. Foster, Jr.’s name be placed
on the floor of Austin-East High School gym. If you have any questions, you may
reach me by telephone (865) 521-7199 anytfime.

Sincerely,

Bidep fulo Gk

Bishop Zack Flack

5303 Holston Drive, Knoxville, TN 37914



“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys' basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach

Foster by having the A-

assistant coach on

the boys' basketba

E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
Il 1977 Championship Team and head coach on

the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys' basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys' basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

| Printed Namti Signature Adslreis | Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we

look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

[ Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach

Foster by having th
assistant coach on

e A-
the boys’ basketball

E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
1977 Championship Team and head coach on

the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature . Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster”

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name

Signature

Address

Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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“Support Naming A-E Basketball Court in Honor of Coach Foster

b

The family of John B. Foster, Jr. would like your support. We would like to honor Coach
Foster by having the A-E basketball court bear his name. Coach Foster was an
assistant coach on the boys’ basketball 1977 Championship Team and head coach on
the boys’ basketball 1985 and 1987 Championship Teams. Please support us as we
look to honor a coach that meant so much to our community.

Printed Name Signature Address Phone Number
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5, one of the greatest achievements a teacher can attain is fhaf of
ion and respect of the student. Mr. John Foster, a distinguished
ssional, superceded such expectations. The Knoxville community
Mr Foster at high regard because he was the epitome of altruism,
srsistence, and influence. His character set the tone for educators and
ke who have chosen fo serve our community's youth. His wif,
1GC "}}hardworkmg personality, life, and legacy will be forever etched

info the hearts of many and in the halls of Austin-East Magnet High
ool. Because of our love, admiration, and debt of grc:hfude for Mr.
we the students, faculty, and staff, respectfully dedicate the 2016
ne of the Roadrunner to our late beloved teacher, coach and friend,
~ Mr. John Foster.










The Knoxvilie Journal/GARY HAMILTON
Avustin-East Coach John Foster discusses strategy
with his players during a timeout in A-E's game with
Bearden Wednesday night.
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REHSAA 2017 Hall of Fame Inductees

%

Carolyn Ellis Cottrell Bob Bostick Alfred Billips Carey F. McWilliams
Class of 1953 Class of 1954 Class of 1955 Class of 1955

_ .

Sue Meador Campbell Zafer Roback Richard Hillard John Foster*
Class of 1956 Class of 1958 S Class of 1963 Class of 1967
. R - *Deceased

Cheryl “Sherry” Wright Nelson - ; James “Jay” Nelson
Class of 1963 Class of 1963

The Sixth KEHSAA Hall of Fame and Hall of Honor took place on August 5, 2017, at the
“Lighthouse.” A special Presentation of Colors, by the Lt. Bonnyman Young Marines, coordinated
by Sgt. Major David Hatfield, USMC, and The Lord’s Prayer, sung by Wilma Thomas Loy, began the
program. Larry Leibowitz was the Master of Ceremonies.

The afternoon’s presentation was especially meaningful as Martez Hill, Class of 2013, Austin East
High School, and one of the Academic Scholarship Recipients, was recognized and congratulated
on his graduation form Austin Peay State University in September 2017.

&

KEHSH 2017 Hall of tonor

Don Sherrod Jerry Lynn Larry G. “Skip” Billy Joe David S. Robert “Bobby”
‘62 Smith ‘64 Bradley ‘65 Harrison ‘66 Whitman ‘67 Roebuck ‘67
U.S. Amy U.S. Army U.S. Amy U.S. Marine Corp U.S. Marine Corp  U.S. Marine Corp
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Foster Who led A—E to state titles in 1985, ‘87, dies at 67

NEWS SENTINEL ARCHIVE

John Foster during his tenure as Austin-East High School boys
basketball coach in 1987.

ByTﬂnm

John Foster, the former
boys basketball coach at
Austin-East High School,
died Tuesday morning at
his home in Knoxville, ac-
cording to long-time friend
Brian Buckmon of Patton
Funeral Home in Cleve-
land. He was 67.

Mr. Foster graduated
from East High School
in 1967, where he played
forward on the Mountain-
eers basketball team. He
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee with
abachelor’s degree in1971
and received a master’s
and educational special-
ist’s d from Lincoln
Memorial University.

“He loved fishing,

hunting, and, most of all,

| basketball,” said Buck—

mon. “Bass Pro Shop was
his home away from home,
with his close friends, John

‘ Davidson, Clarence Tate,

and Frank Terrell.”

Mr. Foster was basket-
ball coach at Austin-East
(1983-92), winning state
titles in 1985 and 1987. He
was an assistant under
coach Clifford Ross when
the Roadrunners won the
title in 1977.

“] learned a lot from
being with Coach Ross,”
Foster said in a 1987 inter-

| view with the News Sen-
|tinel, “He taught a tough
;and aggressive defense,

and I've attempted to do
the same. You play that
brand of defense or you

give the other team the

same opportumty to win
as you have.”

He taught science cours-
es in the Knox County
School System at Austin-
East and Farragut high
schools for more than 40
years. After Mr. Foster re-
tired, he joined Knoxville
College and coached there
in 2005 with the same te-
nacity and gusto he had
shown in his years at Aus-
tin-East.

“He was a quiet, hum-
ble man, who did his job
without a great deal of bra-
vado,” said former Knox
County commissioner
Rudy Dirl, whose fam-
ily lived next door to the
Foster family on Hillside
Avenue in East Knoxville.
“He was just as good a sci-
ence teacher as he was a

basketball coach. He was
just as interested in his
players as young men as he
was in them as basketball
players.”

Mr. Foster was inducted
into the Greater Knoxville
Sports Hall of Fame in
2000 for his outstanding
coaching career.

On June 2, 1969, Mr.
Foster married Mamosa
Eleanor Bewley, becom-

ing the first couple to be
married at Ch of God
Sanctified, Cherry Street,
in Knozxville.

He is survived by his
wife, a daughter and two
sons.

Services were held Fri-
day at the church.

Tom Mattingly is a freelance
contributor.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Chemistry made A-E state champs

WADE PAYNE SPECIAL TO THE NEWS SENTINEL
Ambrose Kirk, George Underwood, John Foster (aslstant coach) and James Bowden, from left, were members of the 1977 Austin-East team that defeated Mernphis Ham-
itton 72-59 for the state Class AAA basketball championship.

12 Roadrunners went on to play at some level of college basketball

BY MIKE STHANGE players who haisted the trophy that night  an assistant coach for the NBA Houston  squad. _
98 - in Murfreesboro, Rockets, 3 “We were balanced,” he said. “We"
When the Austin-East Roadrunners  “This was guys who had played to-  He had a standout career at Ole Miss, could play big or small. We had athletic

won the TSSAA state championship forsolong Elston Turnerrecalled  played for four NBA teams and spent the  guys. We had penetrators, sharp-shoot-
March 19,1977, it was the culmination of week “Injunior high, inthe system,in  past two decades as an assistant coachin  ers, shot-blockers.

one of the great seasons in Knox County  the streeis, in the rec cénters, the NBA. “There wasn't anything we didn't have
high-school basketball “We had tremendous chemistry.” In short, he's seen alot of good basket=  from a chess-match standpoint.”

z history.
1t was more than that. It was thecul-  Turner was the MVP of that teamand  ballteams. Still, he marvelsat
minationof almost alifelongbond forthe  of the 1977 siate tournament, Today, he's  and excellence of that '77 Austin-East See AUSTIN-EAST on D4
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. | A d | 1T, ] Itwasareallyblg
deal Austin-East
had never done it. It
was the first time a
Knoxville team had
Tt was significant on
anumber
and for ammnber of
reasons.”

George Underwood,

local attorney and
all-tournament selection
from the 1977 Austin-East
statachamplonship team.

since integration. It was significant
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Austin-Fast thought it had a good shot
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: Xt was Significknt o
amurmnber of levels and for a number of
reasons,”

Austin-East thought it had a good shot
ataﬁﬂnthmw;bmpedoﬁby

da‘lwelmew we had something spe-

have to vell or rant to get it. Assistant -
i “Shaft"

prominent
Kevin Looney, one of the few under-
classmen, kept everybody loose with
hmﬂoﬁn‘m‘utzm]ymwﬁh
afashmableﬂo.mSmihumsd:mhed
Underwood said,

one person messed up, we could
talk to that person, where nowadavs you

of the i

mm&mmmmm
ing the 14-12 halftime score.

A-E dominated t!ninu.nhtmam.
hddinssqmanmmrelus.md

Theﬁmlstepw:sMemphisHamil—
ton.

“That was the last one s

standing be-
tween us and the gold ball” said Under- |
1, wood. “We weren't going to be denied.” |

ment team.

byeto :
ialsiwdlas to coach Ray Mears, who was
“I never heard from them, not even a

Turner chose Ole Miss, to play in the
SEC and to show the Vols what they
missed.

Hedld.'IumerwemMagamstUT
duringhis career, twice Ole Miss
win in Knoxville. He was first-teqam All-
SEC in1981 and still halds the Rebels’ re-
cord for minutes played ina career.

: NEWS SENTINEL
Elston Turner during his playing days at
Austin-East looks at sports clippings of
the team's accomplishments. Turner
became an All-SEC player at Ole Miss.

WADE PAYNE/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS SENTINEL
mmmmmwmmﬁmbﬁ tnurthehallsofAusﬂn High school as they recall
mdwnplonﬂﬂphﬂmﬂm |

“Tt was fantastic.

Tt wasareally big
deal. Austin-East
had never done it. It
was the first time a
Knoxville team had
Tt was significant on
anumber of levels
and for aumber of
reasons.”

George Underwood,

local attorney and
ali-toumament selection
from tha 1977 Austin-East
state champlonship team.

WADE PAYNE/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS SENTINEL

Ambrose Kirk, from left, John Foster and George Underwood take a momeint to talk
|nﬂntulsclrauxm-£atmgh5cmul , where they helped win the 1977 state title
in basketbal




ITEESO0ID. ~IX Was a really g aeal
“Austin-East had never done it. It was
tbeﬁxstumeaxmlxtxvﬂle team had won
since integration, It was significant on
anumberdluvalundﬁ:rammbqnf

Aummw it had a good shot

Underwood. “That was motivating,
So when the 1976-77 season began,
Aushnmwnmmnnﬂm

holiday
Turner was absent due to a death in the

in Jacksonville, Fla. “I ran the show and @
looked for the open man.
d;We knew we had something spe-

Ross demanded di but didn't
have to yell ormnttogent.Asslstant
“Shaft”

“If one person messed up, we could
mﬂrmthntpemn

game,
Next was the Sub-State round at Civie
Coliseum. Tennessee High was led by
star Derrick Hord. With Hall's defense
nﬁkb‘%iﬁ:d]ﬂ'mkhwmmin—m
rolled 77-55. On to Murfreeshoro.

The
mantown let the air out of the ball in
hopes of defusing Austin-East’s advan-
lages.

losswasina i
m.lymmﬂumwnswhﬂa.

ties of the R

WADE PAYNE/SPECIAL
WWMMMWMMHM Bowden, from left, tour the halls of Austin-High schoolasﬂley recall
di state champlonship basketball days In 1977,

“Itwulredhahalf."saﬁ'lhnn.m- i

They
14 boards. Underwood went out with
nﬁwmmmm

1 to the all-iourna-

mmtteam.

After the celebrations calmed down |

A HULUCY U icves

and for a mumber of

»

Teasons.
George Undermood,

local attorney and
ali-tournament selection
from the 1977 Austin-East
statechamplonshlp team.

TOTHENEWS SENTINEL

see State. Bowden went to Tennessee || pr

then Milligan.
Turner said he was recruited by more
than 30 schools. The hometown schoal,
hywevu'.wasn'toneofthem.

In 1977, Tennessee
mmmﬂmngmmcmﬂd.
ﬁweﬂmmmmumwmm

“I never heard from them, not even a

SEC and to show the Vols what they
missed.

He did. Turner went 4-4 against UT
durmghlsmmertwkt Ol Miss
win in Knoxville, He was
SEC in 1981 and still holds the Rebels’ re-

any grudges.

He was adtoseeBrucePeuﬂawdly
N?;embﬂ‘mwllnwa:nb;
n
Hbivgion

In the years since the Roadrunners
broke the state titles bave re-
mained elusive for Knox County,

Holston won the 1978 Class AA title.
The Roadrunners, with Foster succeed-
ing Ross as head coach, won Class AA
titles in 1985 and 1987.

Since then, it's been a long, dry spell.

Boss Scholarship: The Ross family ini-

tiated the Clifford H. Ross Scholarship
in 2005 to help an Austin-East senior

basketball wi:hmllegz

Daonors are needed and m
be held April 19 at Lhec‘.ansle:raumb
YM.CA.

eam All-

WADE PAYNE/SPECIAL TO THENEWS SENTINEL
Ambrose Kirk, from left, John Foster and George Underwood take a moment to talk
in the halls of Austin-East High School, where they helped win the 1977 state title
in basketball.

Elston Tarner during s playing days at
Austin-East looks at sports cllppings of
the team's accomplishments. Tumer
became an All-SEC player at Ole Miss.

PAYNE/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS SENTINEL
Jasmes Bowden Jooks at the state championship trophy he helped win at Austin-East High School in1977. y C
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Foster, Walker ( hosen

Coaches of Y

By BILL LUTHER
News-Sentinel Sporfawriter

Although the talent may be in
hand when a new head coach takes
over, high school basketball players
don’t always perform to their
capabilities.

When Austin-East opened its
season three months ago, some
Roadrunner fans might have had
doubts as to whether John Foster
would be able to produce another
outstanding club following the re-
tirement of Clifford Ross.

The Roadrunners have erased
such doubts, if there were any.
They stand 26-2 going into the Dis-
trict 4-AAA tournament at Central.
A-E has won 15 in a row and is the
state’s top-ranked AAA club in
both wire service polis.

Foster is The News-Sentinel’s
boys' coach of the year in the

Knoxville Interscholastic League.
Powell’s Rick Walker is girls’ coach

aof the year.
- Foster was a solid choice, get-

ting eigh;5 of 19 first-place votes and
~ Lynn Sexton of Fa whose

i ced second with 40

oints. Sexton, the 1981 coach of the

r, had five first-place
's ;

ing on the heels of Clifford

THE VOTING

Votes were lobwioled on five points for
first, three for second and one for third.

BOYS
Cooch—School
l:h-" Foster, Austin-East
Hoisten

1
;
"r§

i
; _
)

:
;
:
{
Ay

-d.“d.“u”"".g
cenuumeeRISRA

i
9
2
i
§
|
i

T
i
i

i
%z
i

it B Bl DD

DODOD i Ot 3 03
l..-l-tn-lulﬂuli.
“wannmoBRETE

i

In balloting by girls’ coaches,
Powell's Walker was a runaway

Walker, whose team went 25-2
in regular season, was the No. 1
choice of 10 of his counterparts.
Dwane Ritter of Gibbs and Debbie

ear in KIL §

Jones of West each got two first-
place votes, John Hitt of South-
Young and Richard Cowan of Bear-
den one each.

The Powell coach, who shared
the award a year ago with Cowan,
compiled 50 points. Ritter and
Jones each finished with 16 and a fie
for second.

A dozen of the 19 boys’ coaches
and 12 of the 18 girls’ leaders re-
ceived votes.

“In the short time Walker has
been at Powell, he has turned that

program around,” said a District’

2-AA coach. “There is no s

on the team, but there'is a Iot of
balance and the girls complement
each other. Rick has done a super
job.” :

KIL teams will be in action in
district tourney play tonight —
3-AAA at Hallg, 4-AAA at Central,
2-AA at South-Young, 3-AA at
Tazewell and 4-A at Tennessee
School for the Deal. The top four
teams in each district qualify for re-
gional action next week.

AREA TOURNAMENTS are set
for Johnson City (1-AAA boys),
Kingsport (1-AAA girls), Greene-
ville (2-AAA), Athens (5-AAA),
Chuckey-Doak (1-AA), Clinton Ju-
nior High (4-AA), Loudon (5-AA),
North Greene (1-A) and Hiwassee

_College (3-A). The 2-A event starts

Tuesday night at Jellico.

LAKE CITY'S girls enter tour-
nament play as the state’s only un-
defeated team. The 28-0 Lady
Lakers play Seymour at 6:30 Tues
day night in District 4-AA.

JOHN FOSTER

RICK WALKER







‘Foster weathers storm,
E ' |
"earns ET coach’s award

[ =
By STEVE WILLIAMS

= john Foster, in a way, has an enviable position a5
“head basketball coach at Austir
“stream of talent seems to flow his way every year.
% Byt Foster’s job also presents special demands.
. Roadrunner fans exgact a state championship every
..year. Anything less not good enough.

< Foster felt extra pressure at Austin-Eagt this year.

" After his team lost to Chattanooga Howard in the

«Roadrunners’ first game in their new gym in January,
.,a petition against Foster was started by some upset
“A-E fans, according to athletic director Sam Ander-
" wy pever saw it (the petition) but 1 heard about it.”
said Foster. “1 guess somebody thought they could do
a better job.”
As it turned out, nobody could have done a better
]nb than Foster. Under his direction, the Roadrunners
. {did not lose another game after the loss to Howard and
went on to capture the TSSAA Class AA state title in
Nashville Saturday night. They finished 33-2.
! “[ really felt the pressure this year,” said Foster. I
gtam because we were supposid to win it (the state
| title)."
. For directing the Knozville Interscholastic
'\ Lengue’s first state championship team since 1978,
| Foster has been selected The Jurnal's KIL and East

Tennessee Boys Coach of the Ysar.

v John Hitt, whose South-Youg ball club was the

only KIL team to qualify for th? Girls' State tourney,
is the KIL Girls Coach of the Year.

«.~ Greenback's Ken Byrd is the East Tennessee Girls .

"“Coach of the Year. His Lady Clerokees went farther
-+ down the tournament trail thanany other ET team.
"7, “Some people may not agreewith how Coach Fos-
E:;thandlas the team, but without question, he’s the
s coach in town,” said Andeson. “I feel that way
/ind 1 think Mr. (Edward C.) Whtehead (school princi-
-vpal) feels that way. -
%" “He may have the best players in town, but so does
~.Kentucky and they don't win tie NCAA title every
ear. He also followed Coach (Cliford) Ross and that's

| like following Bear Bryant.

“Austin-East fans expect a stae championship ev-

Ty year — especially in basketbal,” Anderson added.

%1t really has helpex Coach Fosta to win the state.
He's weathered the storm.” ]

e TFoster, who played at East Higy and Austin Peay
“State University, was an assistant ‘or 10 years under
Ross before becoming A-E's head cyach in 1981-82.
* Foster's first team lost to Memphs Central 53-49 in
“the Class AAA state finals. The next year his Roa-
“drunners were ousted by William Hount in the first
?_'%ol:gl_of the regional. His third tean lost to eventual
; AA state champion Memphis Kirby 71-57 in the

semifinals. S

ustin-East. A never-ending

N

John Foster: sweeps
boys' honors

“We had some tough luck in the semifinals and
three years ago in the finals,” said the 36-year-old
Foster after the Roadrunners got the gold with a 68-63
win over Memphis Manassas. “But 1 think it’s an hon-
or just to get to the state. Advancirg to the finals is a

t accomplishment and winning the state title is
the ultimate goal. This is my greates win."
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JOE C. FOWLER

Sheriff of Knox County

JOHN B, FOSTER, JR.
TO BASKETBALL COACH

GREETINGS:

REPOSING FULL TRUST IN YOUR PRUDENCE, INTEGRITY AND ABILITY, | DO, BY
VIRTUE OF THE POWER AND AUTHORITY IN ME VESTED AS SHERIFF OF KNOX
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, HEREBY COMMISSION YOU AN

Honorary Deputy Sheriff for

Knox County, Tennessee

1985 A A BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS

In testimony whereof, | have thereunto set my
hand and caused the Seal of Knox County,
Tennessee, to be affixed at Knoxville,

Tennessee, this
TWENTY FOURTH

APRIL

day

of

in the year

of our Lord One Thousand, Nine Hundred
o EIGHTY FIVE

/AJ— d \’T/u_u_-ﬂ—/&-/k

Sheriff

/
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-E streakin’

on court, too

By STEVE WILLIAMS
Journol Sports Writer

Another winning streak is in the
works at Austin-East,

With the school having just cele-
brated a state .football champion-
ship and perfect 14-0 season, the
Roadrunner basketballers took
over the spotlight Tuesday night
and crushed homestanding Central
66-46 for win No. 6.

“I guess you could say basket-
ball season at Austin-East officially
opened tonight,” said Coach John
Foster with a smile. “We had a
great year in football. It would be
nice if we could match it in basket-
ball,”

Don’t bet against it. Odds are
the perennial powerful Roadrun-
ners will reach the state tourna-
ment in their first season of Class
AA competition, and from there,
who knows?

Foster’s young but talented club

appeared to be in mid-season form -

against Central, pulling away in the
second half for an easy win.

Rodney Jones, 6-5 junior jump-
ing jack, gunned in 18 points to lead
the A-E attack. Ruebin Tipton add-
ed 14 and Jeff Harper 13,

The rebuilding Bobcats, now 1-4,
got 16 points from junior Richard
Hill and 11 from sophomore Mark
Majors:

Jones, brother of UT basket-
balier Rob Jones, is way ahead of

schédule. after skipping football this
year,

“I can see a big difference in
Rodney, particularly in his coordi-
nation and timing and mobility to-
ward the basket,” said Foster.

“In the past, when he played
football, it would take him until the
middle of January to get where he
is in basketball now. He's a month
and a half ahead of schedule.”

Austin-East led by only eight
(40-32) when Majors picked up his
fourth foul and left the game mid-
way through the third period. The
Roadrunners reeled off six straight
points and Central never recov-
ered.

“We're still kind of young,” said
Foster. *(Mark) Penson and Harper
are the only two seniors who start
and they are leading the team real
well right now. We’ve got the tal-
ent, we're just lacking maturity.”

The A-E coach is hoping he
doesn’t have that problem in Feb-
ruary and March.

“If our juniors and sophomores
mature and we get leadership off
the bench from our other two sen-
jors, Ken King and Maurice
Lanxter, we could go a long way,”
Foster said.

AUSTIN-EAST (64):. Penson 4, Harper 13,
Jones 18, Logon 7, Tipton 14, Lanxter 5, King 2,
Monipemery 1, Ciemons 2.

CENTRAL (46): Cook 5, Hill 16, Young 2,
Maiors 11, Mitchell 2, Mull 7, Wolfe 1, Huddlos-
fon 2.

AUSTIN-EAST 17 16 15 1866
CENTRAL . ____ 11 (05 1 - 9—4¢6

')







1984-85 COCA-COLA — TACA
COACH OF THE YEAR WINNERS
STATE OF TENNESSEE

FOOTBALL
Class A Mark Medley
Class AA Bobby Edens
Class AAA David Alsup
CROSS COUNTRY
Boys Jim McNamee
Girls Bill Parker
GOLF
Boys Bubba Luckett
Girls Herb Hawkes
VOLLEYBALL

Sherry Hooks
BOYS BASKETBALL
Class A Joe Branch
Class AA John Foster

Class AAA Robert Newman
: “«,.~Billy Mayfield

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Class A Lamar Rogers
Class AA Tommy Colvin
Class AAA Robert Newman

Billy Mayfield
WRESTLING

Gordon Connell
SOFTBALL
Class A Terry Austin
Class AA Pat Woolsey
Class AAA Dudley Boston
BASEBALL
Class A Wade Mitchell
Class AA Gary Rundles
Class AAA Mike Ritz
BOYS TRACK
Class A-AA  John R. Atkins
Class AAA Jim Nollner
GIRLS TRACK
Class A-AA  Joe Brock
Class AAA Tommy Griffith

Lisa Sanders
BOYS TENNIS

Bill Taylor
GIRLS TENNIS

Judy Burke

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS
David Cawood

Gordonsville High School
Marshall County High School, Lewisburg
Oakland High School, Murfreesboro

Oak Ridge High School
Farragut High School, Knoxville

Christian Brothers High School, Memphis
Greeneville High School

Sullivan South High School, Kingsport

Bolton High School, Arlington
Austin-East High School, Knoxville
Melrose High School, Memphis

.Giles County High School, Pulaski

Clarkrange High School

Humboldt High School

Memphis Melrose High School
Giles County High School, Pulaski

McCallie School, Chattanooga

Skyview Academy, Memphis
Chattanooga Central High School, Harrison
Germantown High School

Webb School, Knoxville
Chattanooga Central High School, Harrison
Sullivan North High School, Kingsport

Howard High School, Chattanooga
White’s Creek High School, Nashville

Collierville High School
Overton High School, Nashville
Overton High School, Nashville

Memphis University School
Girls Preparatory School, Chattanooga

Bradley Central High School, Chattanooga
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- A-E, Rule vie at Coliseum tonight

Little Bears aim

for ‘bzg

By STEVE WILLIAMS
Journal Sports Writer

Rule’s small but talented Golden
Bears will be trying to snap a six-
game losing streak to Austin-East
when the two undefeated prep
powers clash tonight at the Civic
Coliseum.

“We haven’t beaten A-E since
1978," said Coach Johnny Darden
prior to the Golden Bears’ practice
session Thursday. “That was the
first season we went to the state
(AA) finals. Our starters on that
team were Dennis Johnson, Rick
Campbell, Chris Thompson, Clifton
Jackson and Mike Cofer. That was
some time ago.”

. The Roadrunners’ dominance of
-their cross-town rivals could ex-
tend to seven games, unless Rule

Foster ' Chapman

can find a way to 'offset Austin-
East’s size advantage. The Bears
will open with a frontline that mea-
sures only 6-214, 6-2, 6-215 com-
pared to A-E's 6-614, 6-41, 6-3.

The tipoff will be at 8. A girls’
preliminary starts at 6:30. Admis-
sion is $2.50. Austin-East brings a
7-0 record into the clash. Rule is 4-
0.

“This is always a big game for
both teams,” said new A-E Coach
John Foster. “We usually draw
arcund 3,000 for the first game of
the season between the two teams.”
- Darden said district games are
thore important, but a win over
Austin-East means you can play.
“#It's a big game,"” he said. “A-E al-
ways has one of the best teams
around.”

The Roadrunners will open with

" Rob Jones (6-6) }4) and Lewis Logan
(6-414) on the posts, William
Clilﬂcscales (6-3) and Anthony Lo-
gan (6-2) on the wings and 5-11
,E.nc Hill at the point. Rule will have

=8 Tony Mapp at point guard, 6-
James Chapman and either Ke-

tm'l Patiarain nr Rarmr Mann at tha

victory

state. “Without him, we would be
hurting,” says A-E Coach John
Foster.

While Jones stxcks out on the
boards, Chapman does his thing in a

less conspicuous manner. He's a be- -

hind-the-scenes type player.

“James is probably our best all
around player,” says Coach.Dar-
den. “He’s a good shooter, our sec-
ond best rebounder and he usually
guards the opposing. team's best
outside player. He’s very valuable.”

Chapman, who eollapsed unex-
pectedly during state tourney ac-
tion last season, now has “a clean
bill of health,” according to Darden.
“He'’s not had any other problems
since then. As far as I know, what
happened to him was caused by
stress plus fatigue and.the excite-
ment of the game.”

Darden is concerned about the
inside matchups.

“They are pmbaf:]y the stron- °

gest where we are the weakest,”
said the Rule coach, referring to the
inside game. Darden says his Gold-
en Bears must stay in position, box
out and help out each other.

“The secret, if there is one, is to
play a containment type defense,”
he said. “We’ll try to cut off the sec-
ond and third shot. If we can do that
and maintain offensive consistency,
then we'll have a chance to win."”

Foster said he wasn’t sure his
club had that much of a size advan-
tage. “When I saw them in the jam-
boree, they looked more like they

were in the 6-3 to 6-5 range. Maybe

they jump bigger than they look.
They're going to be.real tough for
us to beat.”

‘e

ROB JONES
Ausﬁn-Eu.f_.t leader




