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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Keep Knoxville Beautiful: Watch Where You Toss Used Wipes and Gloves!

Failing to properly dispose of personal protective equipment (PPE) will hurt the environment and could spread COVID-19

[Knoxville, TN (April 21, 2020)] – Keep Knoxville Beautiful urges all Knox County residents to properly dispose of cleaning supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE), including used sanitizing wipes, masks, and plastic gloves. These belong in the trash, not on the ground.

“We have been seeing more and more wipes, gloves, and other related items on streets and walking trails, or being left behind near supermarkets and pharmacies,” said Alanna McKissack, Executive Director of Keep Knoxville Beautiful.

“The basic rules for proper trash disposal are taking on greater importance, given the COVID-19 virus, she said. “These materials are being used to protect us from possible contamination from COVID-19. If they are not disposed of properly, we are risking the spread of this life-threatening virus.”

If a store provides wipes to clean off a cart, it likely has a trash receptacle nearby. If consumers are carrying their own wipes or gloves, make sure to properly dispose of used gloves, wipes, and masks in a trash receptacle at the store or have a bag inside your vehicle to place the items in to dispose of at home.

“No one wants to spread the disease, so we must be careful to properly dispose of these materials,” McKissack said. She also discouraged people from picking up wipes or gloves they see littered, because they could be contaminated. “If you used the PPE, it’s your responsibility to dispose of it,” she said. 

Keep Knoxville Beautiful has suspended all public and private litter cleanups until further notice. Once in the clear, Keep Knoxville Beautiful will work strategically with partners and volunteers to host and support community cleanups. 

About Keep Knoxville Beautiful
Founded in 1978 to help “clean up” prior to the 1982 World’s Fair, Keep Knoxville Beautiful is a local non-profit with a mission to promote a cleaner, greener, and more beautiful community. We pursue this by:
· Educating students and the public about waste-prevention, litter, recycling, and environmental stewardship
· Facilitating and supporting litter pickups that make our roads and local waterways cleaner
· Creating and protecting murals and hosting beautification mobs to make Knoxville a more beautiful and interesting place to live and visit
During 2018-19, we
· Facilitated or supported 192 litter pickups
· Collected 67,368 pounds of litter
· Managed 14 beautification projects
· Reached 3,598 kids with our presentations
· Used our recycling trailer and recycling bins to provide recycling for 15 events
· Worked with 3,674 volunteers
· Facilitated 8,904 volunteer hours

To learn more about Keep Knoxville Beautiful, visit keepknoxvillebeautiful.org
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