Remarks of Justin Bailey – March 12, 2019 

Our 2018 Business Person of the Year heads a major corporation, based right here in Powell. He volunteers with Boy Scouts of America, the Salvation Army and the Tennessee Business Roundtable. He is past president of the Tennessee Retail Grocers Association and the National Advisory Group for Convenience Stores.
When PBPA sponsored the Powell Flotilla last summer, we knew the perfect man to lead the parade. He had played on Beaver Creek as a kid.
William B. “Bill” Weigel is still called “Billy” by longtime Powell friends. He was born May 9, 1938, in Knoxville. He graduated from McCallie School, Chattanooga, and Vanderbilt University, 1960.

After college, he returned to Powell to help with his family farm and dairy.
Bill always has been the visionary. As society became more mobile, he started drive-thru stores to help sell milk from dairy. He took a break from 1961-62 to serve with the Air Guard 138th Fighter Squadron, which was called up and sent to Germany during the Berlin Crisis.

After returning home, he expanded the drive-thru stores to convenience food stores. In 1970, he added self-service gasoline to the stores. His first store was on Emory Road, across from Powell High School – a store that stands today. His newest store is also in Powell, on Clinton Highway at Emory Road. That store is a prototype for the future, when folks buy breakfast on the way to work and pick up supper on the way home. 
Weigel’s now operates 65 convenience stores, the Broadacres Dairy and Red Barn Foods bakery.
Bill married Ann, a University of Tennessee graduate, in 1968. They have three children: Laurie, Kurt and Meg.
The mark of a person is to leave things better than they found them. Bill Weigel fits that description to a tee. And that’s why we’re proud to honor him as the 2018 Powell Business Person of the Year.

Note:  This was approved by Kurt Weigel.
